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Job Description

POSITION:         
Nutrition Project Coordinator 
PROGRAMME:

Primary Health Care/ Nutrition Program

RESPONSIBLE TO:
Health Program Manager
RESPONSIBLE FOR:
National staff

LOCATION:
Bong County - Liberia

START DATE:
as soon as possible
DURATION:
1 year with possible extension
GRADE:
Internship/ Entry-level
ALLOWANCE: 

$1000/mth stipend, plus housing provided
APPLICATION PROCESS: Applicants should send their CV and cover letter to hr@equipliberia.org , questions can be directed to Amy Kirkwood, Deputy Director at Amy.kirkwood@equipliberia.org.
EQUIP sees great value in assisting young people, and applicants who are new to the field, to experience first hand work in the field of development and will work to mentor applicants, giving them valuable work experience to boost their career.

Mission Statement

To improve the health of the population through community based health and nutrition services and behavior change improvement in Liberia.

Background

EQUIP is a Christian International NGO with programmes in Health, Nutrition, Protection, Water and Sanitation in Liberia, West Africa. For this program, EQUIP will provide a Community based Health education program that includes, hygiene promotion, protection education and a PD Hearth Nutrition program in Bong County, Liberia. EQUIP will undertake assessments and nutrition surveys in areas of concern to establish the most vulnerable communities to introduce PD Hearth. The nutrition interventions utilize the Community-based PD hearth model of training mothers and caretakers of malnourished children how to feed their children with locally available food and all supplementary feeding initiatives are with locally available foods. 
Primary Health Care program in Bong County
EQUIP will be supporting an extensive community based Health and Nutrition program in 50 communities in Bong County in partnership with CRS / USAID so that households will have better knowledge and practice of health seeking behaviors and will adhere to positive principles of health and nutrition at the home level through Village Health Educators and Nutrition Volunteers.

To accomplish this, EQUIP will:
• Train community Volunteer Health Educators / Health Promoters and Community Health Committee members and Nutrition volunteers
• Establish a household health and hygiene behavior change program to improve appropriate health care seeking behaviors at the community level 

• Promote national EPI and GMP through community based health and nutrition programs

• Pilot the Positive Deviance Hearth nutrition program in 50 communities

KEY DUTIES:
The PHC Nutrition Coordinator will be responsible for ensuring that the management of the PHC/ Nutrition Programme is executed in line with international humanitarian standards and donor guidelines with the assistance of the EQUIP Health Program Staff.
· Responsible for coordinating and supervising the implementation of the nutrition / health program in Bong County. 
· Responsible for coordinating program activities through Regional health supervisors, Village Health Educators/ promoters and Nutrition Volunteers and will liaise with the Ministry of health and other NGOs to represent EQUIP in health network.
· Oversee all project proposals and ensure that all project activities are implemented in line with the project proposals.
· To maintain responsibility for all nutrition activities across EQUIP’s projects.
· To monitor and evaluate PHC and nutrition activities and adapt interventions, as necessary, in line with MoH and EQUIP guidelines
· To ensure all EQUIP and MoH guidelines are adhered to and/or adapted as necessary.
· To manage and support the PHC/ nutrition teams in the execution of their PHC and nutritional duties and conduct performance appraisals at the appropriate time
· To work with senior national staff to develop their supervision, training and management skills.
·  To collect, analyze and report data relating to all nutrition activities.
· To Supervise project staff and report to the Health Program Management Staff
· To assess the training needs of PHC and nutrition staff and caretakers of malnourished children and develop a training programme to meet these needs.
· Oversee the implementation of the training programme.
· To liaise with the Ministry of Health and other agencies (WHO, UNICEF, ACF) to ensure appropriate provision of service and use of resources. 
· Other Activities to be determined as Programme Progresses

QUALIFICATIONS:
Required: 

· Education: University graduate (B.Sc/M.Sc or equivalent in Nutrition or related degree- RN, BSCN,)- 
· Technical knowledge and work experience in coordinating a nutrition program
· Demonstrated analytical and conceptual skills to plan projects, timetable agreed activities and oversee staff activities
· Outgoing personality with excellent communication skills.
· Good team player, flexible and capable of working with a multinational country team.
· Ability and willingness to live in rural locations and live in more basic conditions.
· Appreciation of and sensitivity to local culture.
· Excellent written and spoken English.
·  Good computer skills, including familiarity with Microsoft Word and Excel.

Preferred:

· Master –level training (MPH, MSN, M.S.)
· PD Hearth experience- i.e.: Field experience in community nutrition, PDI Process, development of materials, data analysis of nutrition data, Early childhood stimulation and development techniques, Community-based monitoring and evaluation techniques, andinteraction with health facility personnel, government authorities, UN agencies and other partners
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

· This position requires living in a Gbanga City, the capital of Bong County with trips into rural parts of Liberia. The applicant should be willing to live in primitive conditions and must adhere to EQUIP Security procedures as well as EQUIP’s Code of Conduct. 

·  The applicant must agree to behave at all times in a manner which positively promotes EQUIP and its work and be comfortable working with a Christian organization, and respecting Christian values and beliefs.
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